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and of Assam and Burma in the east. Of a total average output
of 353/300,000 gallons in 1936-8, Burma contributed nearly
268,000,000, but while the average output of Burma does not vary
much, that of Assam shows a marked increase. Although iron is now
worked only to a slight extent in India, large supplies of both
magnetite and hematite are known to exist in the Archaean rocks
of the peninsula.
The modem iron and steel works in the country receive their
ore from SinghLhuni and Maynrbhanj In the province of Bihar
and Orissa. Among other minerals which may be noticed are salt-
petre, obtained in Bihar; lead in the Shan States; mica in Madras
and Bengal; and manganese mainly in the Central Provinces
and Madras. India is the cMef producer of sheet mica in the
world, and ranks next to Soviet Russia in the production of
manganese.
COMMUNICATIONS. Much of the recent economic development of
India Is due to the construction of railways. Rivers had hitherto
formed the chief means of transport, "but, while those of the Indo-
Gangetic plain are easily navigable, the remainder are of compara-
tively little value to commerce on account of the rapidity of their
courses. Road-bunding, on the other hand, has always been rendered
difficult, in the lowlands by the absence of suitable material, and in
the uplands by the irregular topography of the country; of the
roads which were made many became impassable during the rainy
season. Hence it was not until trie advent of railways that facili-
ties existed for the transport of heavy goods to or from the
coast. -
India now has about 43,000 miles of railway. The more important
systems include the East Indian, whose main line runs from Howrah,
opposite Calcutta, to Saharanpur in the United Provinces, where
it connects with the North-Western system and thus provides the
great trunk route from Calcutta to Peshawar and the Khyber Pass
by way of Allahabad, Delhi, and Lahore. The East Indian Rail-
way serves part of the fertile Ganges plain, and at the same time
provides an outlet for other systems, such as the Bengal and North-
Western and Rohilkhand and Kumaon railways, whose lines cover,
as with a network, the remainder of the region. The North-Western
Railway, which exports the wheat of the Punjab and North-West
Province, runs from Karachi by Hyderabad to Bahawalpur (south